In the NCTM'’s Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School
Mathematics (1989, 140—41), Standard 2 for grades 9-12 includes
the following information:

‘ANl students need extensive experience listening to, reading about,
writing about, speaking about, reflecting on, and demonstrating
mathematieal ideas. . . . Providing opportunities for discussions about
issues, people, and the cultural implications of mathematics reinforces
student understanding of the connection between mathematics and
our society. . . . Assignments that require students to read mathemat-
ics and respond both orally and in writing to questions based on their
reading should be an integral part of the 9-12 mathematics program.

Material for the experiences suggested by Standard 2 can be
found in many places. One of the most current, readily available,
and abundant sources is the print media of the United States and
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2. Has the term median been defined correctly in
the excerpt to the right?

3. In his comment about more people being at or
below the median, is Montjoy confusing the
mean with the median? Did he mean to say
mean?
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Canada. “Media Clips” will be a monthly department devoted to
articles about, and references to, mathematics that teachers have
found and used in their classrooms in various ways to implement
Standard 2. Even cartoons will find their way into this depart-
ment, some just for a smile and others to illustrate a genuine
mathematics problem.

We welcome and encourage submissions to this department,
which will comprise resources that teachers can use immediately
or file away for future use. The assignments generated by these
entries may range from starters for an entire class to full-blown
projects that are optional. Each lesson, though, should help con-
vince our students that mathematics is useful, current, and news-
worthy. Please send submissions to Media Clips, Mathematics
Teacher, 1906 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091-1593.

1. Use the data given in the ex-
cerpt to the left to verify or dis-
pute the claim made about the
Grand Canyon and the con-
sumption of peanut butter in
the United States.

991, which means that half
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